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" DO STUDENTS IN NEED OF REMEDIATION COMPLETE DEGREE REQUIREMENTS?
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As a commumty college, St. Petersburg Jumor College adheres to the open door

policy, accepting students with high school diplomas without regard to their actual -
preparation, Moreover, approximately two-thirds of our students are part-time

attendees, enrolling for fewer than 12 semester hours during the fall and spring
SCSSIDHS, or fewer than mne semesters hours - durmg the summer sessron

N

The emphasrs in educatlon accountablllty,‘ coupled w1th the tentapve state

support | colleges received in the past year and the dismal financial outlook for the -
coming year, makes it obligatory for them to examine the" acceptablllty of enrolling .
students not prepared for college work. Additionally, the calls for ‘institutional '

effectiveness -mandate that colleges develop student trackmg systems, whose cost of

maintenance is largely dependent upon the numbér of years student cohorts are

‘tracked. ‘ N : : -
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These diverse factors coalesced into ‘a need to examine whether students in

need of remediation- complete -their degree programs. and, if they do, in how many
" semesters - are they enrolled from first attendance to degree award. The academic -

records of students who graduated from St. Petersburg Junior College at the end of

" the 1990-91 reporting year (summer semester 1990, fall semester 1990, and spring

semester 1991) were analyzed so that the follong questlons could be answered:

i

-How ‘many  students. graduated in the reporting year?

*How many graduating students had taken one or more ;college -
- _preparatory classes" | / ; ,
J ‘ R
. *How many semesters do ‘the  majority - of students attend ‘the .
‘ college in order to complete the degree requrrqments” < RN
oIs there -a dlfference for the majority -of ' students in the number ~
" of semesters needed to complete the AA degree compared to the
,‘AS degree” ‘ : : :
-What is the effect of participation in college preparatory‘ classes
~on the number of semesters needed to complete degree -
requirements? . : '
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de thousif\d evert hundted fpny fwe) (Z ’745) st\.xdents graduated from St
T - S (LT127 o 64f6%) \received. the AJA. degree. .This | mtcrestmg in -light ~of the
" distribution - of \student\ enr&ilments between programs. rleadmg 10 the{ A.A. degree and
i those. leading 1o %‘the A8, deg;:ec. ~For exampie,gm fall 1990, that. drstnbuuon was 80.2%

A.A.(degree-see snrollments, compéved -to 198% for the’ A.S. degree. One thousand

~\

more colfege preparatqry classes durmg ftekre at SPJC Table 1 ,shows . the

- numb 1 of graduates by, . degree ‘earned - pqrt 1patron in - remedranon - More

, y students Teceiving . the. A.S, degnee\§45 3% ¥s. '39.1%). ‘ While it is grattfymg 1o learn
. that studénts who 'come to SPIC in need. of i‘c edratmn&an be. sucoessful in terms’ of

.~ _but never completef e pr paratory clas‘ses -;, SRR A
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Py NUMBErg OF GR@&ATES img " ‘% /WERE §0T REMEDIATED L

o BY D GR RDED

.

Semester 3 '90\/ ‘ : ,
143 248
164 N 2487

/ 380 “‘,/;",C\ o /5\63 ’,f"\) /]\
39.1% /), 81.9%
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( The ma;or@ty of students (1 727 qr 62 9%) wh
college preparatory classes and without regard[ to ful —nme/partfume at(tchdance,
completed the. ‘degree requirements - in' nine 'semesters ~of - attcndance?or less.. Among
stud nts who had not taken- qoliege/ preparatory classes, -almost ' three-f ‘t\rths (71.3%)
,com leted the degree" requirem;nts urf fine semest rs /of - attendance or IZ

“'one- half (497%) graduated in SlX semeSters or less.. Even for studcms who ‘took
~ college ’preparatory' clgsses, Mmoye
\ ' tequirements in nine sergesj rs \dt less, “and -more than - four-fifths (83. 2% graduatcd
. ' vin- 12 Semesters‘ or less. . ’Eable ¢ 2 shows  the numlgcr of semesters of ac al student
BNE enrollnient to receipt of - degrée by «remedlatwn} kstatus @ ;,‘uJ A A\
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o Pete?sburg Junior Collége d\ut‘mg reportmg year~ 1Q90f-9l The ma_;omy of graduates '

" one’ hundred erghty*three (ﬁ :} or. \431‘7? of “the gtaduzteS\ had _enrolled in one; or
I;é

pooo /degree . completion, this brief | des not' address’ < the ttumber of studcnts who! enroll in
: ? lolleg g ‘
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than - one- -half (\51\8%) completed the degree

T L ts” in: the‘\ group \recérvmg the A.A.° degrebu&we rem?edrated than in .the" group of -

or ‘Aot thcy had taken

/



127 scmesters or less.

_completed them iin nine semesters' or less (53.8

5 R o ] TABLﬁ 2
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NUMBER OF SEMESTERS ENROLLED TO COMPLETE DEGREE REQUIREMENTS
BY REMEDIATION STATUS

Repomng Year 1990-91

h 6 or ;A ‘ | 13or -
; o . less 7-9 10 - 12 more | -9 10-12  mere
Remediaton =~ 179 253 240 . 815%  31.0% . 152% -
P No Remadiation 446 262 178 . ~7270%  184%  8.6%
Remediation 108 (72 1220077 19.0%  321% . 20.3%
No Remediation 330 761 104 12.8%  175%  14.0%
JOTAL i

27.5% 31.4% 16.8%
21.8% 18.1% 10.6%

_ Remediation 288 325 ' 371
No Remediation 7@16 338’ 282
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About one-half of the . students (49. 7%) completed degree requlrcments in six
scmcstcrs or. less when there was no college prcparatol*y classes taken. There was

some varlatlon above or below this figure depending upon. degree completed\ (46.0%
for A. A. dcgree, 55 7% for A.S. degree). . “More than two-thirds of the students (71.3%)

graduated in 9 semesters or less, “with. some variation dcpendmg upon the - degrce

completed (73.0% for A.A.’ degree, 68.5% for AS dcgrec) and 89 4% complctcd thcm in ‘o
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Even W1th remedlatlon, about one-fourth (24.3%) of thc sstudents - completed'e

their degree rcqulrcmcnts in six semesters or less,r and over one-half (51. 8%) .
éb for A.A. degree, 47.7% for A.S;

degree). - By the end of twelve semesters, 83. 2% of . the graduates who had been
remediated had completed their ‘programs, with some variation depcndmg upon the

\ -~

1dcgrec camcd -(84.8% for AA. degree 79.8% for AS. degree).
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Students who come to the commumty college in need of remedlatlon can be\
successful and can complete their degree programs.  Almost one- -half ' of the 1990-91

graduates had partrclpated in one or more college prepatatory classes.  Students in . .

“need of remediation may take longer to carn their degrees, but within four years (12~

semesters) of attendance over eighty . percent of the students, compicted their.
programs whether or “not they were .in need of remediation.  This ‘completion
timeline -has important - 1mp11catrons for the length of time student tracking systems

should follow cohorts to be cost efﬁcnant
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