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.\ IMPACT OF sPEcmc VARIABLES oN Yo o
e SELECTED AA. STUDENTS' SUCCESS ON THE cLAsT L

¢ Educanehal fesearch has focused pn mamerous student deniographlc factors that mlght be eelated to‘ aeadem}c .
. aehlevement in school, -Gender, ethnicity, eeenomie status and household (i.e., family structure) have been found to be
associated with academic success.’ The relationship between family dis ption and lower academic achi¢vement and/or
. fewer years of schOOhng\ is an issue that educational-leaders must address in order to unprove student perfommnce in-
- school.” A first step in developnng programs to improve academic success'would be to identify those milestone experiences
upon which completion of various educational levels depend In Flonda commumty eo]legec. passing’ the VCellege Level
Academic Skills Test (C;..AST) is such amilestone. .. "

“Much of the a(mlable mformauen about GLAST has focused on\the unpact of the nsmg standaxds and on summary
~ data comparing test results of eolleges or ethnic subgreu¥s However this information does not answer _guesﬁms aboyt
- the'success, or lack of success, for some students or the factors that mayfhe related to passing CLAST. To answer these -

~questions, St. Petersburg Junior College/(SPJC) conducted a sty to determine whether selected student demographxt: and -
aeadetmc vanables and/or Home and woﬂt“en xumems qeuid used‘to ¢éxplai and/er ptedxct Success on CLAST
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* ' Native, students (aﬂcontseworkatSPJC) CLAST rtheﬂrsttimeinOcmber 199i unwhowempursumgt |
\ the AA degree became the § ﬁenio ex@mined ‘%der,ethmm age.. Students N
( 25'years or older were exch smdybmdmmepustﬂnpﬁmmamneywo lessinpueneed by theu- family 1

" background and more often hvmg away from home fora nuniber of years.

> Academic vanables exammed were cnmulatm cellege level credit houts completed andcdmulanve grade pomt exage |
" (GPA) at the time the student sat for CLAS}‘ ‘achievement in courses eom%gdln English, reading, and mathematics, and
'CLAST review class attendance.  Data for demographic and academic vari came from student records. Envirohmental - -
. “'variables were student employment, educaﬁonal level of palents;and whether the student Itad hved m an intact or- non-
: mtactfamlly Thmdatawasebtamddnectlyfmmasmdemmey A Lo

/. Descriptive statistics were calculated and mportedqntwégroupsofsmdems theﬁ whopassed all sqbtestsamtthe“ L

' / secon ‘who fmled at least one subtest. 'Mearns of selected demographic variables wére tested using t-tests.: Multiple ’

'/ 'regressions, a §tatistical analysis used to detennlmwhether two or more of the vanables can'be combmed 111) preduce a\
predu:uons model was tﬂso l{sed L PN S , |
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y of the 78 stndents talnng the CLAST in October 1991 approxlmately 760 students ‘were ﬁx's:-tmie examn‘tees (the {
-~ CLAST study group). Of this number, 366 students or 28. 6% (48.2% of first-time examinees) met the criteria (the -
CLAST survey group)., Surveys were mailed to the 366 students. Followmg a telephone follow-up. total CLAST o
sul\'ey respondents (group) numbered 162 a‘retum’ rate of 4, 3%. L R |

- “The CLAST sfudymd CLAST survey gro DS . wele older’than the genemt populatum of all A, A degree students:
" Black and American Indian students were emlesemed,(whne. Asian and Hispanic students were overrepresented in
.+ the CLAST study and CLAST survey groups. respondents to the suryvey matched the overall gender distribution of
- students buuhe percent ofmales was lughefforthe study gmup: Alm the éLAST smdy students had acumulative GPA
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examinees, but the meaf scores were:not significant] had singme,sandmean,

1. Ge;:erally, €LAS’I‘ and survA:y smdénts had lonr %ﬂ;&f ‘ﬁ:s \all subtests bf CLAST‘tlum all ﬁrst time _
-~ scores below those of all fifst-time in/all subtésts ex ssay’ andth;mem $core on the mathematics subtest

- where assmgrateshndmcansco -were equal, studygmupox;ave epﬁssed3280bte§ts 78 1% |

passed 3 or more subtests, - The CLA survey p.
? except for the English Language Shﬂl? %?: )
ficantly g}fferem (g)r wero ihe me,nns of these group sigmﬂ
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2 ,'I'hemghera studentsgmn}ﬂan,ve GPSR before ﬁwCLAgT is taken.thebe;terthe@ance thesmdéntvﬁllpass
" ‘subfests of CLAST, Students with a total of 24 credit hours of mordcompletqlnnor 0 uﬁm the CLAST had & much’
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3. Withthe m@eﬁdons of the English' and mathematics subtest,s, thep; wm véfy dlfferencd in passmg rafes ‘within..
 dem group. ‘Forthe EngTish subtest, the passing rate decli e etghteen (18). For the

othe if@c:kndsaP mmaﬂi&naumrsesmgl h(;rthe
ts inother age, or § 0 cs com] i exam

dn:? not dxpmhy thesé gg:ips d highér pa: ianxﬁes; nor d1d ;ﬁe mdfedmlaty xplanhthe m ffex‘ence

4 Students had a higher probbili :bf\paém,g{ aséin me‘“‘ »«SMQMGPA in réading courses tham2 so* o
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4, Academ blessui:h GPA did not hlly diffegeggqs CLAST performance. The fihe
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’ 1. Stxfdems sh@uld take\(I.ASi‘\as‘ young as pass:blq but- nothgfore compl;ﬁng at least 24 semcsterhours 7 T \ ;.
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