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TREND IN FLORIDA COMMUNITY COLLEGE SYSTEMWIDE
FTE ENROLLMENT AND NUMBER OF DEGREE GRADUATE
COMPARED TO SPJC |

This brief is designed to fulfill two goals. The first purpose is to compare the Florida Community
College systemwide FTE enrollment (without lifelong learning) to that of St. Petersburg Junior College
(SPIC) for the ten year period beginning with reporting year 1986-87 and ending with 1995-96. A reporting
year is different from an academic year though it is the basis of FTE funding and the collection of other
statistical information at the state level. For example, the reporting year 1995-96 would be equal to Summer
1995, Fall 1995 and Spring 1996. Lifelong learning is not included in the discussion (although shown on the
table) since during the ten year period this classification received grant funds for a number of years for non-
degree courses plus no funds for students repeating a credit course to raise grades in a previously passed
credit course. Currently, only the latter FTE are included in this catego?'; the grant has been eliminated.
The second purpose of this brief is to compare the trend in the number of graduates systemwide to that of
SPJC. The table on the other side shows the data and graphs that compare the ten year trend in FTE
enrollment and degree graduates. ,

For four (4) years, beginning with 1986-87 and ending with 1989-90, FTE enrollment increased at a
level greater than the previous year, at both the systemwide level (from 4.4% to 8.7%) and at SPJC (from
1.4% to 6.9%) although the growth at SPJC was at a slower rate. Then, for the next three (3) years, although
the FTE enrollments were increasing, the annual increase was less than the previous year both statewide
(from 7.2% to0 2.0%) and at SPJC (from 5.4% to 2.2%). Note then, that the trends at both the state level and
at SPIC paralleled each other. However, beginning with 1993-94 this was no longer true. Systemwide the
percent of change was slightly negative for 1993-94 (-0.7%), slightly positive for 1994-95 (0.1%), and
slightly negative for 1995-96 (-0.7%). At SPJC, the percent of change was slightly negative for 1993-94
(-0.3%), decreased sharply in 1994-95 (-5.1%), and continued to be negative (-3.9%) though not so
significantly in 1995-96. Current projections for 1996-97 show the state increasing very slightly but SPJC
decreasing. These figures will not be finalized until after the submission of the End-of-Fall and Beginning -
of-Spring Student Data Base files.

The number of degree graduates systemwide increased over the previous year for eight (8) of the ten
(10) years. At SPIC the number of degree graduates increased over the previous year for seven (7) of the ten -
(10) years. With one exception, whenever the percent of graduates increased statewide there was an
increase in degree graduates at SPJC. In 1989-90, however, the percent of graduates increased systemwide
by 6.8% over the previous year, while at SPJC there was a 1.0% decrease in degree graduates.

There does not appear to be a relationship between FTE enrollment increases in one year with
corresponding increases in the number of graduates two (2), three (3) or four (4) years later. For example,
systemwide in 1992-93, the percent of graduates over the preceding year decreased by -0.5%, yet the
enrollment two years prior to that in 1990-91 increased by 7.2% over the preceding year, by 8.7% in 1989-
90, and in 1988-89 increased by 8.3% over the preceding year. One would ex full-time students
beginning in 1990-91 to graduate by 1992-93 and part-time students beginning in 1988-89 to graduate by
that same year. At SPJC, the same was true. In 1992-93 there was a -3.3% decrease in the number of
graduates over the previous year, yet the enrollment two years before (in 1990-91) showed a 5.4% increase
over the previous year, the enrollment three years before showed 6.9% increase, and the enrollment four
years before (in 1988-89) showed a 6.5% increase over the previous year.

In conclusion, with one exception in 1994-95, FTE enrollment at SPJC seems to follow the same
trend as the systemwide increases and decreases, although the changes at SPJC appear to be more gradual.
Changes in the number of degree graduates appear to have no specific relationship to changes in FTE
enr~liment changes. However, again, *ith one exception the changes systemwide seem to be reflected at
SPJC; when the number of graduates increases statewide the same is true at SPJC.
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